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Hello to Hunter Valley Scots Club Members and friends, 

 

Yes, this newsletter is a little early but there seems to have been a number of 

activities involving the Club which need to be reported. 

Peter Adams Caledonian Night at Club Macquarie 

It was great to get back together again after a couple of years limited by the 

pandemic. We had a good crowd there dancing to the music of Walcha Rd, a 

new band to this ceilidh. We were entertained by the Neeps and Tatties 

singers, and the Newcastle RSL Pipe Band performed both music to dance to, 

and for our entertainment.  The Highland Dancers were there displaying their 

dancing skills – isn’t it good to see the junior dancers coming along! 

The food was plentiful and one particular highlight of the night was the 

number of families who brought their young children with them. These 

youngsters are the Hunter Valley Scots Club of the future.  

 

 

Junior Highland Dancers  

(I must apologise for the standard of these photos -this was the best we had) 
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Highland Dancers 

 

And a first for the Caledonian Night – Newcastle RSL band with an additional member – note: look 

closely beside the drummer, the assistance dog – very well behaved though by the look on his face I 

am not sure he fully appreciated pipe music !! 

Hunter Multicultural Community held a Fiesta to celebrate multiculturalism. 

Saturday 17 September 2022      11am-5pm   Hunter Valley Scots Club had a stall reflecting Scottish 

culture. It was a most interesting and enjoyable day – people stopped by to chat; to seek more 

information about the area in Scotland their family came from; to purchase some of our goods we 



3 
 

had there (mainly books that people had donated to the Club); and even some expressed interest in 

joining HVSC – and some have done so already.   

One point of interest was that the first people to come and look at the books were a couple of boys, 

maybe early teenage. They chose a book to take away – we did not charge them as they were 

originally from Saudi Arabia- one had reasonable English, the second almost no English as he had 

only been here in Australia for a month. We suspect that the book was going to be used for a bit of 

English language education.   

We had the opportunity to look around at other stalls – we had TAFE on one side and Ukraine on the 

other. Some stalls were to let people know of services available eg Mosaic used to be Northern 

Settlement Services, international food stalls, police, fire brigade, handicrafts. 

The entertainment included an Aboriginal small musical group, Zumba, Irish dancers and a long 

segment by Ukrainian Orchestra. Jacki and Enya were there with their Highland Dancers. They 

danced with their usual high skills, though sadly, their item was later in the afternoon and we felt like 

they could have been given more time.  
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LMCC  is holding a Living Smart Festival at Speers Point 

Saturday 24th September and Sunday 25th September .  

The Sunday is a multicultural day and again the Highland Dancers are playing a part.  

Thank you to Jacki, Enya, Flora and the dancers for supporting the HVSC aim of promoting Scottish 

culture. 

 

Queen Elizabeth’s passing 

I am sure we all have memories of the part Queen Elizabeth played in our life. It may have simply 

been as a gracious monarch of Australia, or maybe we got a close up view on one occasion when she 

visited Australia eg I recall waiting for what seemed like hours as a very young school girl, in 

Burwood Park waiting for her to drive past in 1954 – it certainly wasn’t close up and was only for a 

very brief moment. Of course there are those of you who would have had a closer involvement with 

the monarch when you lived in the UK. 

The Scottish Banner has an article “Remembering Queen Elizabeth II and her love for Scotland.” Well 

worth a read as are so many of the articles in The Scottish Banner. I can recommend the crossword 

too. 

The Queen will be missed and it will be interesting to see what the future brings for both Australia 

and Scotland 

 

Hunter Valley Scots Club AGM 

Last Sunday 18th September was another important event on our HVSC calendar – the AGM. 

With the present situation of not pleasant weather a lot of the time, and the presence of covid in our 

community and the resultant illnesses, we were a little concerned as to whether we would manage a 

quorum for this important meeting, but we did! Not only that, we had a couple of interested visitors 

who also decided to join the Club. In all we have had 7 new members join in the last month or so – 

what a great boon for the Club.  

The Annual Report was emailed/mailed to all members and we hope you took the opportunity to 

read it noting our endeavour to have more members, particularly of the younger age group. 

Much as we encouraged strongly, we did not end up with new blood on the Committee 

unfortunately. In fact we still have those positions of SECRETARY and NEWSLETTER EDITOR to fill.  

Be bold – put your hand up for one of these roles! 

See the side panel on the first page of this newsletter for the members of the Management 

Committee. 

 Name Badges 

Would you like a name badge as a member of Hunter Valley Scots Club? Please let us know as there 

is an order for name badges going to the makers very shortly.  
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2022/23  CALENDAR OF 

UPCOMING EVENTS + 

IMPORTANT DATES 

2022 

Sunday 4th Sept. – CCSCOTS Committee 

Meeting, Kangy Angy. 2pm. 

Sunday 18th Sept. – Clan Davidson 

Australia Gathering +AGM. Tamburlaine Winery, Hunter Valley. Tickets $95 per head. Need to book. Clan 

Chief Attending.  Contact Ian Davidson for details. 

Saturday 24th Sept. – Terrigal Surf Club – 8:30am. Raising of the Flags. City of Gosford Pipe Band playing.                                                  

Sat 1st and Sun 2nd Oct. -  Australian Pipe Band Championships, Pittwater Rugby Park, Warriewood. 

Saturday 8th Oct. – Kambah Gathering – Burns Club, Canberra. 

Sunday 16th Oct. – Illawarra Scottish Fair – Kanahooka. 8am-5pm. 

Sunday 6th Nov. – CCSCOTS Family Fun Day at a local park. (To be confirmed). Possible COGPB gig. 

Saturday 12th Nov. – Celtic Council of Australia 40th Anniversary Luncheon Sydney CBD. Venue TBA. 

Sunday 27th Nov. – Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan Service – 9:30am. St Davids Presbyterian Church, Toukley. 

Wednesday 30th Nov.– St. Andrews Day. 

Sunday 4th Dec. – CCSCOTS Committee Meeting, Kangy Angy. 2pm. 

Saturday 31st Dec. – HOGMANAY !!!! 

2023 

Wednesday 25th Jan. – Robert Burns’ birthday. 

Saturday 25th Mar. – Free Masons Luncheon – Wyong -  City of Gosford Pipe Band playing. 

Saturday 1st April – Bundanoon. 

Tuesday 25th April Anzac Day Service + RSL. City of Gosford Pipe Band playing. 

Saturday 6th May – CCSCOTS Burns Supper. E. Gos. Prog. Hall. (Details to be confirmed). COGPB playing. 

Thursday 4th- Sunday 7th May – Australian Celtic Festival – Glen Innes. 

Saturday 20th May – WORLD WHISK(E)Y  DAY. 

Saturday 27th May – Berry Celtic Festival – Berry, NSW. 

Saturday 3rd June – Bonnie Wingham. 

Saturday 24th June – 5 Lands Walk. Possible COGPB gig. 

Saturday 1st July – INTERNATIONAL TARTAN DAY. 

Saturday 29th July Shin’jig.  COGPB playing. (Venue to be confirmed). 

Saturday/Sunday 29th/30th – Australian Highland Dance C’ships. Niagara Park Stadium, Niagara Park. 
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